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To the Honourable: | 


fr MaTTHEW Decker Bar. 
High-Sherift of the County of Surrey; 
And to the Right Honourable 


HENRY Lord Viſcount Palmerſton ; 


Henry Vincent Eſq; 

Edmond Halſey Eſq; 
Micajah Perry Eſq; 

Curce Ballard Eſq; 

Nathaniel Raj) Eſq 
| Peter Cock Eſq; a 
Wiliam Welch Eſq; 
fom Palmer Eſqi 
Samuel Whincopp Eſq; 
Thomas Hucks Eſq; 
ſames Clarke Eſq; 


GENTLEMEN, 
Had the Honour 


mre than excusd. I 
posd it with an Hone 
the Important Subject 
nd if there be any thin 


James Creed Eſq; 
James Theobald Eſq, 
Edward Lowibond Eiq; 


| Maltis Ryall Elq; 


James Cooke Eſq; 
Robert Auſten Eſq; 


| Percival Levis Elg 
| = Copeland Gent. 


Richard Hawes Gent. 


John Biſhopp Gent. 


of your United Com. 
mands that'I ſhould publiſh this Diſcourle. 
[ will not offend any of you ſo far, as to apo- 
lopize for a Performance which you have 


aſſure you that I com- 


ft Intention, and treated 


as well as I was able: 


g in the Diſcourſe itſelt 


mich recommended it to your Acceptance, 


Az _—_ 


George Pottinger Gent. 
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DEDICATION. 

it is the Endeavour, which will appear through. 
out it, to make it ſerviceable both to KING 
an f 
I need not draw Characters upon this Oc. 
caſion, for, Gentlemen, you are well known by } 
your ſteady Adherence to Both. This Aſſize 
wou'd not have been diſtinguith'd by Gueſt | 
of the Firſt Rank in the State, but that they | 
knew whom they were to Honour. by Their 
Appearance at it: and a Grand-Jury of Our | 
County muſt ſurely be very Eminent, when, ] 
there was a Contention not to beexcusd, but, 
to be brought upon the Panel. 
With relation to myſelf, give me leaye to 
acknowledge, that This Publication was the i 
Reſult of your Complaiſance to each other. 
For the Grand fury, out of Regard to their 
Obliging Fligh-Sheriſſ, whoſe Merits had u. 
captivated them, as they do all. that know him, 
complimented his Preacher with their Vote, 
that he ſhou'd print his Sermon; and the 
High- Sheriff return d his Reſpects to a molt F 
7 Tulle Grand Fury, by agreeing (in his cuir 
courteous and engaging manner) to their Pro- 
poſal. : dd 1 


J am, Gentlemen. 

Tour moſt Obliged, and moſt | 
Devoted Humble Servant, 
RICHARD COLEIRE 
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PSALM 82. I. 


bod ſtandeth in the Congregation of 
the Mighty : He judgeth among 
the Gods. e S289 IO 
S God intimates his relation to Magiſtrates in the 
A words of my Text, and aſſerts it in the 6 Verſe 
1 of this Pſalm, I have ſaid ye are Gods, and all of cr. 
on are Children of the Moſt High; fo, in 
xknowledgement that God is their Almighty Principal, 
ur Kings are inveſted with the Royalties and Cares of 
borernment in his holy Courts; and our Judges conſecrate 
leir Circuits, by worſhipping in the Houſe of Cod, before 
hey enter upon the Adminiſtration of Juſtice and 
Were not the Eminence of their Stations ballanc'd d 
y the 1 of their Charge, they might be = 
kmpted, like St. Paul, to be exalted above meaſure, as 2 Cor. 12.7. 


— 


* 
* 


43 nuch as, by their high Place and Calling, they are ex- 
above other Men: But as it is God's deſign * $ 
ES TLDs | ſhould 


n KIN Gs and JUDGES 


| Rom. 13. 4. ſnould be his Miniſters for good; as it is the Expectatiq 
| of the People committed to their Charge, that ander they 
| 1 Tim, 2. 2. they may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, and be ſecurd 
| in every valuable Privilege which ariſes from good Gy. 
vernment ; therefore they are creaitedby God with Titles 
almoſt Divine, becaule their Work is, in a manner, Pry. 
vidential, as they are the Vicegerents of Heaven in the 
Conſervation of Publick Welfare. 
For this end it is neceſſary, not only that they ſhould] 
Pl. 58. 52, have faithful and true Hearts, which according to the 


 Epifetns, Philoſopher's Sentiment, are Qualifications in heir ou 1 
Power ; but that they ſhould be endued with that freie! 
PC. sr. 12, that diſcerning Spirit for which David and Solana ant 
| 1 Ein. 3. 9. hrayed, to carry them through all the Difficulties fl, 
Ruling well, and to find out the various Intricaciel@ de 
which perplex the Cauſe and Judgement. For this end i: 
God ſtandeth in their Congregation, and judgeth amo 4 
them, that he may preſerve the Fences of their Diſc: | 
pline, and give Sanction to their Laus: that he ma 

KT Vindicate them in their ſuſt but wary Exercile of the Powe 
Rom. 1 3. 4. F the Sword; and maintain them in thoſe Rights and ( 
Regards which make their Offices ſacred, and engage 19 iu 
to the Duty of Children, becauſe they have the Care 1 
Fathers. 1 bes 

And, in Reaſon it is fitting, as well as by the Order of 

Providence, that ſince Government is the very 1nſirumenl 1 

of Publick Happineſs, and our Rulers are armed will 

Power for our ſakes more than heir own; we ſhould 
honour thoſe who are ſet over us, revere their A 1 


thority, and eſteem them highly in love, for the Blaſiugt 
which they ſecure to us! It is /atable that we ſhould 
hear, and confeſs, our Obligations to be Hani 


the Cares of Government, when our Judges £0 row g 


the Vicegerints of GOD. 3 


he Land, to ſee and to determine; to looſe the Bands Oyer and | 


Fon | 
Wn Pi IVickedneſs, to undo the heavy Burdens, to let r 
ur d Cre go free, aud to break every Toke. Never, ſure, . 
Caan Sabmiſſion to Magiſtrates more ſeaſonably be en- 


ſrced, than when They and We meet together in the 
Freſence of God They to acknowledge (for they need 
not be admonith'd) that they judge not for Man but 2 Chr. 19. 
for the Lord; and e to conſent, that, under the Pro- 6: 
0 of Government, the Duty of Obedience is but 

the Debt of Gratitude! 

This, in truth, is the inſpird Purport of the whole 

palm before us. And altho' it was compos d upon a 
contrary Suppoſition, that Princes might ſtrain their Ver. 2. 
o C1111 ror, and Fudges might neglect their Charge; yet, 
den the Throne and the Bench are adorn d with reſpective 
Meiltrates, who Rule, and do Juſtice, prudentiy, with pf. 78. 7. 
all their Power 3 as the People are happy who are in 
{ich a caſe, ſo their Rulers are earthly Gods, and have 
the Lord for their God. 5 


God ſtandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty, he 
fudgeth among the Gods. 9 55 

In ſpeaking to theſe words upon this Occaſion, I ſhall 
| beg leaye to conſider, | 


I. The Titles here given to Kings and Judges, and the 


witly Reaſon for which they are dignified with ſuch 
boulch high Characters. 1 e 

Aus II. The Aſſiſtance and Defence with which they are 
ae ſupported, in their attendance upon the Truſt commit- 
oy mitted to their Charge. NA 

1 1089 


H. The Returns which Religion and Gratitude pre- 
icribe, for the Benefits lowing from their Admini- 
tration, 


ron 
the | 


| B 2 I. 'Then 


KINGS and JUDGEs 
4 Fre 
I. Then let us conſider the Titles here given to King HRepre 
and Judges, and the Reaſon for which they are dig e C 
nified with ſuch high Characters. Wor 
N Should I ſpeak. only to the Divine Titles with whiꝗ iti 
they are dignified, without ſetting forth the Reaſons f une 
which they are called Gods, the Doctrine being «n/oun{WMeny 
could not but be unacceptable; as it would be to no pur. it 
poſe, becauſe their Office needs it not. But when the 
Plalmiſt makes the Argument both temperate and ſerioi 
and, joining their Dignity and their Truſt together, deal 
clares that as they are Gods, they are expected to be godlii 
| PL, 45. 4. Men; good-luck have they with their Honour, there i 
| Envy in aſſerting it; for they ſtand, greatly, in need lf 
| Rom.11, the Apoſtle's Caution, Be not high-minded, but fear. 
20. Now the Names by which Kings and Fudges have i 
B Scriptural Title of Gods are *Elim, the Mighty, andif 
+ Elohim, the Gods. Elim furniſhes us with no o 
Conception, than that as God is mighty in himſelf, he way" 
veſts thoſe Perſons with proper Might or Power who well" 
preſent him upon Earth: but Elohim being a word i! 
moſt inſtructive ſenſe, and comprehending a Duty prop 
Zion'd tothe Name; I ſhall endeavour to explain it, au * 
to apply the Inſtruction, which the Name dictates, a0" 
| © the Charaderischarg'd with | = | 
Gen. 1. 1. Elohim is God's Name in the Chapter of the Creati00y 
1 and of conſequence, the firſ# Name by which he fta 
| reveald. It is derivd from + Ala, which ſignifies he A: 
ſwore ; andbeing of the plural Number is conſtrued ( 
Juratores, which fignifies Perſons ſwearing, or co 
derating together by Oath. 5 = | 


gy 
Dro 
Red 
Ml 
lie 


Sbm bet nxt 


the Vicegerents of GO D. 5 


From this Name we may ſafely colle&, that the Firſt 


© 8 | preſentation which God gave us of himſelf, was under 
die Confederation of the Bleſſed Trinity. And as this 


acderation is convey'd to us by the Idea of Swearing, 
hic intimates that the Three Perſons in the Godhead had 
ns (und themſelves by an Oath, to perform all Things 
found nprchended in the Notion of an Almighty Sovereign; 
p that K ght in every kind, of Providence, Fuſtice, 
n i emnent, Mercy 5 which cou'd be expected from the 
-r;0u8þ uche of all the Earth. . 
bor this Reaſon it is (for 7herefore 1 have produced 
ol: Criticiſm upon This Name of God) that, as Elohim 
rally ſignifies the Sworn Perſons, and imports the 
ene Confederacy for the Creation, Preſervation and 
nt ion of Mankind; 1o, as God is pleaſed to Com- 
ce This Name to Kings and ꝓudges, it is under 
ane Idea, ſtill, that they are ſworn Perſons! 
un, as they bear His Character that they will do | 
; that they will zniniſter true Juſtice and pfal. 9. 8. 
enent in his ſtead; and perform Every Thing with- 
bei S or Power, which the People whom they 
mol or Judge may be the Better for. = 
aul tells the Hebrews, that Men verily ſwear, 6. 76 
Greater, but God becauſe he coud fivear by no __ 
Fir, fare by himſelf. Our earthly Elohim, then, 
ugs and Judges, are under the Obligation of a 
Wl /acred Oath. They too, as well as the People that 
er them, are bound by Wrath as well as for Con- Rom. rs. 5, 
e. They are as much in Subjection to the | 
/ Kings and Lord of Lords, as their Subjects, Tim. g. 
e them! And as they bear his Name and Cha- 15. 
re e for the Good of Mankind, they have a glorious 
— et to be afraid of his Power, and that is, by 
eng a /u/t and beneficent Uſe of their own. = 
_ S 


Gen, 1 8. 2 PI 


* 


KinGs and JUDGES 


The Reaſon why Kings and Judges are called Coq. 
being thus aſcertain d from the Sgnification of thil 
\ Name; the Labour wou'd be needleſs to ſearch the 01M 
Teſtament, and ſhew with what Frequency it is impart 
to them. Twice it is in this Plalm, and four tind 
in the Book of Exodus: and tho' Judges more ſtriqii 
than Kings are call'd by this Name (as may appeal 
from the Book of Exodus, where Fudges, ſubordinatf 
Magiſtrates, hen as well as now, are always Elohim i 
the ſacred Text) yet Kings being ſupreme, in St. Pauli 
and St. Peter's account, and Judges being Govern 
1 Pet 2.14. ſent by them, for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, aul 
for the Praiſe of them that do well; as They are, like 
wiſe, under the Religion of an Oath, and are ſpecial 
intruſted with the Power of Life and Death, withoulii 
which no human Polity can hold up its head; They 
ſure, are Gods, in the higheſt delegated Senſe, as hn 
ving the higheſt Truſt in judging a People righteou\i 
and they illuſtriouſly aſſert themſelves to be Sons of al 
moſt High, when they religiouſly and ſtedfaſily pu 
poſe to govern well ! > 1 
In this communicated Senſe St. Paul allows that te 
1 Cor. 8. 5. be Gods many and Lords many, tho' he ſtrikes all 
Heathen Deities out of the Scriptural Liſt of God 
2 Theſ. 2.4. And when he tells us that the Man of Sin will exaM 
himſelf againſt all that is called God, or that is ud 
ſhipped, he means only that he will exalt himlell again 
all Kings and Magiſtracies, which, in the Language ul 
the Scriptures, are called Gods. 3 
For it is too low for the ſacred Stile to exprels 0] 
ſupreme Deity by Tay To Aeyoperoy Oe, WHO 15 bw | 
called, but acknowleds'd God: and Tigacu is not ol: 
Adoration which is offer d to God, but the . 1 | 
I 0" 


the Vicegerents of G O D. 


ward which is due to our Earthly Magiſtrates. Thus 


br rors heretofore were ſtibd Tesa, which the 


thi 
utc 
imel 
ia 
pea 
inath 
wh 
nour 
) ant | 


nd Kings, and is usd by our Heralds to ſet forth 
jyſz of our prime Nobility : and well doth the Apoſtle's 
tarater point out the Man of Sn, ſince he hath been 
o long known by his 7 Authority over Chriſtian 
Dtentates 3 and by pretending to abſolue Subjects from 
ker Duty and Allegiance, when their Princes ſtood in 
i Way of his ſpiritual Tyranny. 

Jo take in our Saviour Judgement, which ought to 
x c“, he not only pleads Scripture, but argues 


2 x the 7nv/olable Authority of that which he cites, 
.1 Wt Kings and Judges are Gods by Divine Nomination. 

- a: proves them to be /o from the Pſalm of my Text, John 10. 35- 
"af: that it is a Scripture whzch cannot be broken; 
aao he was not allow'd to plead from it to his own 

of t Z 1 yet they cou'd not but grant the Precedent from 
/ pul lh he pleaded. . 
ed row, if we conſider the Godlite Qualities and 
t ich are to ſuſtain the Truſt placed in theſe 
all tl thy Gods, we ſhall find that their High Titles 


eie not given them for ought ; but that the good Ma- 


Wi 


foes that the Book of the Law ſhou'd be read con- 


Fl me beſt Arts of Government; but that, by /tand- 
% ffar of a greater Majeſty than himſelf, His Heart 


A 


11,15 tranſlated into Auguſtus, and added to the Names Adds 25. 
U theirs, This ſcill fore-runs the Titles of Emperors 3125+ 


| irate carns all the Honours which can be heap'd upon 


I the D/vine Inſtitution of the Regal-Office which 
s promis'd 350 Years before Iſrael had a King, God 


= Deut. 1 7. 
Wa! , him, not only that from thence he might 19. 


Pu not be lifted up above his Brethren, Veelrſe 20, 
Judges, 


Y 
D 
4 
* 
* 
«RY 
| 
: 
— 
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=: KINOS and JUDGES 
Judges, according to Fethro's Advice, were to he 
nobly qualify'd for an Office, which (he juſtly obſeryq 
was as arduous as it was honourable. They were to be 
Ex. 13.21. able Men, ſuch as fear d God, Men of Truth, and gal 
ting Covetouſneſs : and when God had ; Son the 
at the Prayer of Moſes, who, under Him, was thi 
Prince and Leader of his People, He endued them wit 

Numb. 11. 4 Spirit equal to their Charge, that they might be end 
17. abled, thereby, to bear the Burden of the People. 
And yet, tho the Governing Spirit was fo needful tha 
it was inſpir d, it was no Abatement to their Power, buf 
the Security and Ornament of it, that They, no more thaii 
the Subject, might do what was right in their qu 
Eyes: for it was Glorious for the King, and Safe , 

the Fudge, that they were within the Compaſs of a 

mited Commiſſion, which they were not to tranſgreſs, al 

the Right-hand, or on the Left. c 
He ſball read therein (faith God of his King) that hi 
may——keep all the Words of this Law, and thi 
Deut.17. Htatutes to do them. When they have a matter (ai 
19. Moles) they come unto me, and I judge between o 
Ex. 18. 16. and another, and I do make them know the Statutt 
of God and his Laws. And this (as Cicero tells us) 
the very Conſtitution of all Regular Politics, that 10 
* Magiſtrate may preſcribe what is right and uſifu 
but ſtill with this Reſtriction, that it be U ary to th 
Laws : for as the Laws govern the Magiſtrate, | 
muſt the Magiſtrate the People; and this may be trulf 


— 
* 5 — 


* Magiſtratus hæc eſt Vis, ut præſit preſcribatque recta & vill 
& conjuncta cum Legibus : ut enim Magiſtratibus leges, ita pr j 
præſunt Magiſtratus: vereque dici poteſt Magiſtratum legem © 


quentem, legem autem mutum eſſe Magiſtratum, De Tasha 


the Vicegerents of C OD. 


afirm'd, that the Magiſtracy is a ſpeaking Law, and 
the Law a filent Magiſtracy. 

Nor is there occaſion for the Actings of an Extraor- 
dinary Spirit, when the Magiſtrate hath enough to em- 
ploy his natural and acquir'd Abilities in the continual 
Cares of his Adminiſtration. 
= For conſider him Ye, who enjoy the Securities of Go- | 
© 1 vernment, as keeping the Foundations of the Earth in Pal. 82. 5. 
Wh /{+ir proper Courſe, and bearing up the Pillars of it! — 15:3 } 
Loos ip to him Ye, who are in want of his manifold | 
Aid, for he defends the Poor and Fatherleſs, he ſees | 
that ſuch as are in need and neceſſity have Right, and —$2. 3, | 
ves them from the hands of the Ungodly ! Reverence | 
in Ve, who can look through the Trappings of Power, 
ino the Beauty, and Order, and Harmony which is con- 
bed by it; for he puts on Righteouſneſs that it may Job 29. 14. 
= che him, his Fudgement is as a Robe and Diadem 
Stand in Awe of him Ye, and tremble at his Award, 
who come before him as Oppreſſors, or Criminals of any | 
fort, for he breaks the Faws of the Wicked ; he breathes — — 17, 
Life into the Laws, by juſt, and mature, and diſcreet 
Execution; and he is not afraid of the Faces of Men, Deut. 1. 19. | 
becanſe the Judgement is God's ! Bleſs him all Ye, who — 
know that the Care of Religion is the chief part of 
jJiſtice; for the Laws of God and Man appoint him, 

b cruſh the Blaſphemer ; to muggle the Derider of 
Holy Myſteries ; and to puniſh every Wickedneſs which | 
orobes That God, by whom Kings reign and Princes Prov. 8. 15. 
eee Fuſtice ! : ; 
& ui Great is his Opportunity and Glory, to be the Inſtru- 
a po ment of God; to act, in his ſtead, and under his Name, 
b. nile he exerciſes the exact Diſcipline of Fuſtice and 
"find gement. Great is his Virtue, Great is his Praiſe, 

| DE When 
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| | 2 Sam. 23. For, if they who Rule over Men, by their Office, Ml 
. 3» 


Every One is his Enemy, and ſhat 
of Government! Above all! Divine is his Character, 


Name of God) when he ſuffers not That God to be 


Kix Gs and JUDGES 


when he Keeps up the Venerable Impartiality of his | 
Office; and Every One is his Client, his Child, his | 
Ward, the Equity of whoſe Caſe . his Patronage; 

feel his hand, who 
preſumptuouſly, or ſubdolouſly breaks through the Fences | 


(for then, in the Trueſt and Beſt Senſe he bears the 


daringly offended who is the Protector of Kings and 
States; nor That Providence to be mnfulted, which 
keeps the Magiſtrate in his Seat ; nor Thoſe Principles 
to be derided, and ſcof d out of the World, which! 
Engage the Conſciences of Men in the Reverence and 
Support of Government Z 
I his is God's Depoſit in the whole and every part; 
and This is Man's depoſit, as the only univerſal Inter 
to be preſerv'd by Thoſe, who Worthily Govern and 
Judge their People. And as, by This Conſciouſneſs of 
their High Calling, This Conſciouſneſs of the Truſt re. 
pod in them by God and Man, they will ſhew them 
ſelyes to be Gods in the very Intention of my Text 3 
God will make good his Promiſe which the Plalnile 
hath aſſerted in the other part of it, He will ſtand in 
the Congregation of ſuch mighty ones, He vill be a 
Judge among ſuch Gods. C 


And this brings me, | = 

II. To conſider the Aſſiſtance and Defence with which 
they are ſupported in their Attendance upon the 
Charge committed to their Truſt. A 


ſhould be Juſi, God, who Ruleth over them, by his 


Nature, 
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hi. WM rature, cannot but be ſo. And if the e of Thoſe 
his vdo are zn the Throne or upon the Bench, conſiſts in the 
ge; N Ercution of Their Capacious Charge ; the Juſtice of 
"ho WM That Almighty Sovereign whoſe Delegates they are, 
ces WM conſiſts in /upporting them with His Aſſiſtance and De- 
rer, ace. * 

the I ſſſtance relates to the Adminiſtration of their Ofice; 


be WW nd Defence relates to their Maintenance and Safety in it. 
ind ba not the Divine Aſſiſtance and Defence unite in 
nich WM their Fa vour, the Prince and the Fudge might be liable 
hes No Dangers, ariſing from the Severities which they are 
hich % to execute : but, as God is pleas d to inſtruct and 


n tbem too; and brings their People to ſubmit to the 
nales of Government, when they will not be in- 


an; {inc by the Encouragements of it; This both makes 
their Ofice Good and Profitable to Men ; and renders 


it (as it ought to be) Safe and Honourable to Them 

es. 5 

476 . the iſe and Underſtanding Heart is an Aſ- 

fem bbc /o extenſive, that Solomon pray'd for nothing 1 Kings z. 

ext; ele to qualify him for the whole Compaſs of the Royals |} 

umiſt Care! And as the Text aſſures ue that / Iſrael fear d 1 

od in tie King, for they ſaw that the Wiſdom of God was — 28. 

be bim to do Fudgement ; fo, where the Supreme, and 
"0 tis $1407 414705 are renown'd for Wiſdom, the People, 

wadly, obſerve that the Divine Signature is upon them, 

and manifeſt a Common Happineſs under their Admi- 

vhich ration. e 1 

n the By the Divine Aſſiſtance we do not always mean ſuch a 
Jberior [mpulſe, as, darting upon the Mind, inſpires the 


eittrate to reſolve the moſt perplexing Difficulties; but 
ice, "of {5 ic intended, that God hath reveal d a full Body of In- 
f | :C-4 ſtructions 


12 


ſtructions for his continual uſe, under which his other A. 


his Father; and + Claudius compell'd the Mother to c 
feſs her Son, by propoſing a Marriage to her, which f 


ready help of God, when all his Reading and Experientl 


' theſe his unſpeakable Gifts, and lean as much as the 
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tainments will appear with great advantage. 
But let it be acknowledg'd that God hath eren conferr! 
upon his Delegates a wonderful Penetration, whereby the 
have ſeen through moſt intricate Cales at once ; and came; 
a right Deciſion by ſuch Diſcoveries, as were entirel 
out of the reach of fudicial Examination. 
Thus Solomon determin'd to which Mother the livi 
Child belong'd, by a Judgement which ſeemd Inhumai 
till it had forced out the affectionate Truth. And 8 
God is King over all the Earth, and, every where, grant 
his Aſſiſtance where he exerciſes his Dominion, thul 
* Ariopharnes diſtinguiſh'd the true Son of the Cimmerial 
King, by his refuſing to thruſt his Dart into the Corpſed 


abhorr'd as inceſtuous. ; 
When the Powers of Human Sagacity thus out- 
themſelves, and vt“ any Precedent perform Mondi 
in Judicature, which muſt not be drawn into Precedent 
any more; this ought to be refoly'd into a ſuperiour Op 
ration, ſuited, and yet limited to the preſent Exigencd 
And cvery Magiſtrate may find in the careful diſcharge 
his Office, (and acknowledge that he hath found) 1M 


have been at a plunge, and nothing but a ſort of 1n/ 
ration could help him out. | 
The unbelieving Politicians may diiſdain all this a 
reſolye it into a ?rue Knowledge of Buſineſs, and an han 
Turn of Thought! They may ſeparate between God, auf 


pleald 


_ 5 5 —_ * 
— — _ — _—_ 
K 2 2 — 


* Diodorns Siculus. + Suetonins, 
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Rom. 15. 5. He ftrikes upon the Conſcience, and we, readily, receius 
What is that Awe and Dread, that Gratitude and I n 
with which we regard their Perſons; that ſparkljy 
Joy, thole honeſt Frftaſees which we expreſs at thei 

— Preſence among us! What are thoſe Tributes and Cy 

toms, thole Payments and Contributions, which are 

pointed by God before they are granted by Man, but 

many Demonſtrations that, as their Office is of Div 

Inſtitution, ſo their Conſervation belongs to the Almighty 

Care] God wou'd never, circumſcriptively, provide | 

their Hate and Dignity, nor for cheir ſacred Tenure 

the Conſtiences of Mankind, were it not that He þq 
 zntereſted his Providence in their Protection; and thi 

—5. be had therefore intereſted it, becauſe they are Hi 
Miniſters. | 

Nor is it only, that by plain and repeated Comman 
God makes Religion the chief Inſtrument in fencing tha 
round, and guarding their Safety; (Oh, may they ja 
up for that Religion which is ſo tender of them; mg 
they curb in the Enemies of God and Godlineſs, wilh 
will always be found to be their Enemies at the lal 
though they flatter that Power which they wou'd glut 
deſtroy ! ) but when thoſe Obligations are either fora 

PC 2. 1. OT over born, and the People imagine vain and deſtructi 

** * things; then His High Arm defends what His 8 

videncè cover d before, and His over-ruling Tower . 

their pernicious Projects! . F 

Thus Treaſons are whiſper'd under an idle Confidenl 

and Horror, or the falſe Friend, carries the Voice, A 

Eeccl. ro. 20. fells the matter! Thus Conſpiracies are hatch d in ſeen 
and the timorous Cabal, diſtruſtful and diſtruſted, at 8 (;, 

. . betray each other ! But if, for the Sins of 4 People, * 15 

2 Bam. 10 4% permitted to prevail, and they ſtretch forth 11 J 


14. 
4 


the Vicegerents of GOD. 15 


ids in purſuit of impious Change, to ſubvert the 


wel 

e, and to deſtroy God's Anointed over them; their 
is Feelings will join with paſt Experiences to ſhew, 
theft the terrible Ruin terminates upon themſelues, and 


i ſuch Aeteſtable Sins become their own exemplary and 


e af nitied Puniſhment ! | 

ut b a word; it is a true and a noble Sentiment, that 
vil bjetts can expect nothing from thoſe who Rule over 
g which their Rulers may not expect? from a Juſt 


Equal God. And as under their Wings we expect 

W bc /afe, and plead a Right to be protected by them 

il %% Properties; lo They have the ſame Right to 

ul with their Almighty Guardian, who, in Juſtice to 
/ Character and Charge will protect and defend 
1 

am now come to my laſt Head of Diſcourſe, wherein, 


IT, We are to conſider the Returns which Religion 
„and Gratitude preſcribe, for the Benefits flowing from 
5 11 their Adminiſtration. MT 

the la 1 


d 210 have out-run myſelf in the Returns to Government 
WW Religion preſcribes, unleſs it be, that we think 
rudi durſelyes obliged to obey what God commands. Per- 
Ils 15 e nay not: for we ſeem to be under the ſtrong but 
e leon, that it is as fooliſb ts own the Obligations 

e Principles of Faith and Godlineſs. 
d, alas, Subjeftion and Protection muſt be mu- 
and go hand-in-hand ! and ſo they always have, = 
bo they always w/l, where God hath any thing todo | 
* 1 or Government hath any thing to do 
Cd. | k 
L | x It 
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It is ſtrange that That ſhou'd be ſettled as a Polit. 
Principle, which will nat be allow'd to have any Fg 
as a Principle of Religion, that mutual Compact ſhoy 
be eſteem'd ſuch a wonderful Security, taken by if 
as if it were /eſs binding when God is a Judge of | 
and 4 Waitnels to r. 

To what End doth God ſtand in the Congregation | 
the Mighty, and judge among the Gods, but that hem 
obſerve upon their Adminiſtration, for the ſake of Thy 

whom they Rule and Fudge? Why are they eff 
with one of His moſt Lovely Names, but that, as thi 
are called Gods, they ſhou'd be to their People us G. 
What is God to Them, and Us, and All, but Gracid 
and Benign; Watching over us; Provident for 
Protbeting us when we do not think that we ug 
protection; and Reſcuing us when we are ſure that MI 
are in danger? And how ſhou'd this charm us into Ji 
jection, when the Idea deſcends with the Name, | 
Capacity with the Power; and the Magiſtrate to the au 
of his Compaſs is oblig'd to be thus like God ? ; 
And Here let it reſt: and neither diſputing the i 
poſition, nor debating what we ſhou'd do if it were d 
lated by our Superiors, let us abbreviate the Divine, A 
(I may ſay) Gracious Precepts, which require that, Wi 
our own ſakes, we ſhou'd be willing and obedient. | 
We are, Every Soul of us, to be ſubject unto 
Rom. 13. 1. Higher Powers, as tothe Ordinance of God : and althou 
Pet. 2 they may be conſtituted by the Ordinance of Man, N 
"9 we muſt ſubmit ourſelves to them for the Lord's ſa 
We muſt be ſubject in conſideration of the End for will 

they were ordazn'd by God, or ſet over us by ourſclv 

they are God's Minifters to us for Good; under 11 
om. 13. we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives; and thi 
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/ Terror to good Works, but to the Evil. We muſt 

Fan de ſabject, in dread of the Power which they are inveſted Rom. 1. 3. 
ho T; Power which we neither did nor coud convey, for 
comes to them from the hand of God: they bear the 


if God; His Revengers to execute Wrath upon him that 


em or only that ſo we may have a good Conſcience toward 
2 (which is a deep Obligation upon us all, and he will 
M ec require it of us) but Au Tk L] ont of the 
5 thn 


we ſudgement of the Mind; which cannot but confeſs, 
{ it thinks as it ought, that we are indebted for in- 
fimable Bleſſings to the Vigilance of Government. 

And this introduces the other Principle, Gratitude: a 
principle which may miſtale, but cannot be debanch'd ; a 
finciple which is ever officzous in owning the Benefactor, 
nd works wonders of Love and Service where its 
Power is commenſurate. 5 
The Title of Benefactor is as pleaſing a Compliment 
Subjects can beſtow upon their common Guardians. 
= Enperors, Greek and Roman, delighted in it: and 
ere V any, as our Saviour intimates, fondly affected it, though 
ley did not deſerve it! There can be but one Appellation?) 
Weir, and That is Father! And as“ Seneca inſtructs 
bin the Duty of that Character, that Fathers of their 
unt are They who exerciſe a Parental Power over 


alto + Cicero aſſigns to All who, by any kind of Service 
for wi Patrem Patriæ appellavimus, ut ſcirent datam ſibi Poteſtatem 
ur ſeu mem; que eſt Temperatiſſima, liberis Conſulens, &c. Sen. 

r the { Omnibus qui Patriam conſervarint, adjuverint, auxerint, certum 


. in Clo & definitum Locum, ubi Beati æ vo ſempiterno fruantur. 


D | to 


\ 


Sword; they bear it not in vain; they are the Miniſters __, 


1th Evil. We muſt be ſubje& ſtill for Conſcience ſake : —5: 


Luke 22. 
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to their Country, deſerve: That Character, Diſings 4 
| | Manfons, Pecnllar Rewards in Haun. 0 


paid with, by a Juſt, and Regular, and Religions Ad. 


and Their People, that Both. have their Dutt ics charg'4 


1 Pet. 2.17 pointed oer US. 15 e fear God, let us Honour 14 


And, truly, there is no Proportion between what we 
do, or can do, for 'Thoſe who Rule over us, and, what, 
while they. are incumbent upon the Cares of Government 
they are continually doing, and anxzouſly meattating for | 


as! For the Bleſſings which every private Man is re- 


iniſtration, will ever be Greater than all that we can 
repay, to maintain the Aut horny, or to erp 4% the 
Majeſty of Government. | 
Since This is the Unzverſal Caſe between Govemowr 


upon them, and. Both have their Advantages reſulting Aj 
from their Duty ; ; lince Chriſtian Governours are _ 
by God, what are the diverſify d Cares upon which they a 
to attend, and what the weighty Reaſons for which the 
= called Gods; ſince our Sovereign- is at the Head. ö 
the Beſt Chriſtian Government, and our 7udges have tif 
| Beſt of human Laws to interpret, and to put in; force 
fince the Preſent Holy Action is a ſort of Recapitwatinll 
upon the Higher and Lower Orders, that we ſhou 
All, in our ſeveral Stations, recognize our Duty: 4 
us conſider what it is to be, not only Chriſtian, bull 
Engliſh Subjects; and what Obedience, both in Pig i 
and Gratitude, is due to Thoſe whom God hath- . 


King; ; and ſhew, by the Smcerity, and e ; 
of our Obedience, that we 'Hononr the King as T:of8 
who truly Fear God! Let us not heigltem the 17 6 
Difficulties, nor diſtourage the Noyal Cares, by ” 
murings, Complainings, or &. "Free of any fort: 


4 5 
wait for Events which may xceed' our kene . 
al 
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ad tum our Diſcuntents into Aumiratiun and Pra; 


let us remember that the Apoſtle joins the Unthenkful. 2 Tim. 3. 2. 
weather with the Unhaly; and that we cannot ereate 


Mſaffec tions againſt the Aaminiſtratiomn, but we muſh. 
he * . our a and: * SE . 


T, | i. RAR 
44 Gire me Dan 0 add a few Words ok Arpt, 
and nen 1 ma E done. ; a 


Noling 1 more = e che 3 any State chan 
the Ercellance of Fhoſe Ear by: which it is:Goverma.. 


nourt 

aro his (faith 9) ig our - Miaum amd ya Under 1 
a | wh pay At of rhe Nations; kth ſhal hear. Ro 
10 8 ee Sharut es, and ſay; Kur ay this Great. Nation. 

ey an ie and Under /tandeng \ Peopte This Wiſdonr. 

the Legau hath — ſhown, (and /ately demons 

ad. d,, to their n Glory ant the publick: Benefit) in 

ve tung, for every riſing Emergence,. moſt whote/ome. 


Lan, and 10 Kingdom can com pare with. onrs, for a 
bucrſſors of leaned and-able Fadges, who have always 
lone as nuch Honour to our Hates, as our. Laws have 


: LI Honour d our Nation. 
„ bi n the Name and by the Grace of. Go. let the D* f 


Pie Lars join their Sanfions with the Laws of the 
th ad! For then every Soul in and under Authority, 
fil now their Duties and Have their Duet; and our 


er will be inſtructed (as David's Worthies Were) Chron. 26, 
T ©! the Buſineſs of the Lord, and in the rie aa 
4 ue King, and Country! 
; Muy e have another bleſſed R I we. may 
Y iy glory in it (not from our Lives, for we are a ſinful 
„%, but from the Primitive Orthodoxy of our Faith 
| ES and 


hs, 1 
W Fre : 
* r ne 1 


20 Nix es and Jupens, Cc. 


| and Worſpip) and that is, that there is 0 Nation I 
Deut. 4. Great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord 
= our God is, in all things that we call upon him fy, 
VN On account of This Bleſſed Advantage, and that (thougi 
we are moſt unworthy) He might ſecure it to us, C 

hath been exceedingly gracious to This Land, and con. 

Pal. 44. 4. manded more Deltverances for us, than any other N.. 
tion upon Earth can recount or glory inn 

Let us make uſe of This Privilege, at: leaſt in the! 

Praying Part, and beſeech our God, who is ſo NI 

unto us, that Hewou'd protect our Sovereign, and nale 

him Glorious, in his Perſon, in his Actions, in his Ne- 

lations, and in his People ! That he. wou'd aſſiſt aur 
Magiſtrates in the Execution, of fuſtice, and in the 
maintenance of Truth; Inſpiring them to dial coura. 

giouſly, and being ever with them! And that he ubuli 

make us all ſuch obedient Sons of Government, andi 

That, from the Beſt of Principles, for Conſcience-(ak:; ll 

that We, together with the Fathers of our County, 

may be remov'd from the Care, of His Providence, into 

the Glory of His Preſence; and Live and Reign with! 

Him, and with the Lamb for ever! 646 £4 
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